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As I reported 1n nu�ber E, oger Acraman vis1ted the USA and Canada last Augusto He 
and his girlfriend f1e�1 to !�e\J York aboard a /4/ of Vi 'gin Atlantico The service �vas 
appallingly sub-5tandar , and o�er haa quite a t..ussle with them before they decided 
to compensate himo Thy found -�12·1 Y0r-�· ur,coml·ort·bJ.y humid� and �oger sa i d h felt 
it was not a trusting city) no-on� S""oke to you unle s .YOU \vete prepar d to buy 
something or payo Nothing comes f ee in NYo However �t was exciting and alive all 
the tim 0 They stayed for a day or two se ·ng the sights, but Roger feels he would 
be reluctant to returno T1ey then went to oronto , about 13 hours driving time, 
Roger has a friend the and th y were to stay \vi th him for" tJ1e rest of their time 
ttere They visi ted Niagra Falls and Canaoa1s Jonderland, Canad·an equivalent of 
uisneywor de lhen t11 time came �1hen t<og r as to go by himself to visi t Lake 
Champlaino Because ev rything in Canada and the USA is so expensive, or times 
England, he was to travel to LC via A bany instead of Quebec �hich would make hi s 
journey longer� The 0 m· e journey East took about thi teGn hours, with changes at 
�uffalo, Albany and Schenectadyo He eventually arrived i a sma1l village in 
P attsburg NY, on1y to find h� was still some distance from the Lakeo No buses or 
taxis seemed to op3rat around there, out Roger had taken his driving lice1ce on 
holiday with him, so he \v�nt i.•to the iocai Rent-A-Wr ._k only to discover he had left 
it in Torontoo He fin i shed up lugging his luggage over five m·les to get to the 
lakeo tv'iost of his \'latching �as centred by the P1�1ttsburg IV!emorial �here the Sarnac 
River enters Lake Champlain, h � t1inks Joe Zarzynski s�ould know the ex et spoto he 
area seemed dead as far as civilisation wento being o ly a small working town 
feeding a new mu ti-mi'lion do lar se�nge wor�s and wnat looked like Exon oil 
refineriGSo he weather was rig t on the �,,s he sp0nt �t the lake side and the 
water surf ac mi Idly choppy, a fevJ white ceppE:d mves a(Ct r d" ln th�) di sta .. lce he 
cou d make o •t the Grand Isle� ulmost as far a\'J�y as ... 0 �, i'IJ-ss �s ... _ -·-o Roger's 
camera equipment was, his Pentax � super with motordriv , standard� wide angle and 
telephoto Vivitar 70-150mm l�nses, the latter he kept on the cameruo His feelings on 
l -G pain are th t .... · th.ill'd to nav visitc.::d it� but sorry Joe Znrzynski 
was not there� but it gavQ him a·fee ing of o ·erwhelnling magnatude, where does one 
start looking? At Lock Ness a group of 50 watcher·ss if organised, could cover the 
who e areaD with Lake Champlain many times that number would be r�quired to watch 
just the edgeso H r·em011bered �1hat Tim t.Hns ale had told 'iim th n he, Roger and Dave 
Ca vert went down to Fa mouth, '�A la�� is bad �nough� but �ow w are talking about 

the sea"o oger says on the face of it LaK Champlain is a1n1ost as equully futileo. 
Hvw ver, in def·�nc�, it is more lH� ly that a fam1ly could liv<: in Lake Chanplain due 
to its sheer size, but from a researcher1s point of vie· where does one start? All 
too quick l y  his f w days there came to an end, and he haa ·�o leave the cricl ets and 
midges (yes ooe there to) and head for homeo Due tc the timing he was abl to travel 
into Quebec, for a quick visit, just hours from �ronto, but because he would have 
to pay extra for tha trip .e h�d to back track for a 21 nour return j0urn�y tc 
Torontoo In all he avelled approximately 3 - 4000 miles) a�� st ell of it 
overnight so that h did not miss daylight hours for viEwingo Distunces ov r there 
are so much gre�ter than in the UKn An inter�sting and r�ther unusu�l trip, after 
al it is usually Americans who come to visit Locll fGss and not 8ritons guing to Sfe 
Lake Champlaino 

1 a l so have thl latest issue of Joe Zarzynski's Champ Channels, and a letter from 
him.. On a personal note, Jo is getting married in /�pril to Pat l<v'ieanyo ShG has been 
active for the past five years n)lping him with his Champ r s�archo She IS a scuba 
diver and a very ine researche , ind xing his book as weli as the Champ Channels 
newsletterc- May 'fiC wish them we!l in th' futureo Joe's book is to go into a second 
printing this summer, gooo nr•\1/S., He suys hey had ttr�{;lv2 Champ sightings reported in 
1984, that is down from the 26 reported in 19830 He dc2� not put forward any 
theories as to why this shou1d be, but in any case that is a fuir nui1u�t and perhaps 
a more rea l i stic oneo wish 1 could report t�at number of authentic sightings from 
Loch Ness in a y aro Joe mentions two publi a tions in his nGtr.IS.i.etters one is a novel 
for young adults the other is a new perio icalo This is to be called 1Reptilia1 and 
is to be produced quarterly by herpeto u ist and cryptozootogist John Becker, the 
first is schedu l d for release in Apri Q Material cov�red will be concerned 
primarily with mainline reptiles, but th� pussib"ities of n�w or unknown specimans 



will assure some cryptozcological coverageo Inqui ries to: rr John tiecker� P 0 Box 

60, Brooktondal�� New vo��k 148179 U A with a SAE or International eply Coupon 
please. The 92 page novel tor young adults was publish�d in ·�81� entitl �d he 
Champlain MJnstet it vtas �Jritten by Jt2ff Dabziger, It is an il ustrated tale o 
mystery and dung r under th2 sur'face9 from a eh nee discovery -n an ice fishing line 

to the startli.,g climax it is one surprise after another9 and Lake Champlain will 
never be the same again. Supplied by mail from Vermont Life� ti1 Elm Street, 
Montpelier, Vermont Ob6.29 USA� cost is $5o95 plus �·!o50 p&h and ·2.50 p&h overseas. 

BOOKS ETC 
1 o continue en tfle theme of boof' s etc" I 1ave a ccpy cf a pamph 1 t:t by Pau Lester 9 
entitled 'Th Great Sea Serpent Controversy� A Cultural Study'o This 24 page 
booklet would b a good starting point for anyone wishing to do further research, as 
in the index it lists 1 i2 re erenc s and sources. It touches on an old rorwegian 
Natural History which briefly examines sea serp�nts , and then on �o folklore in 
various occupations sue. as whaling and fishingo It moves on to the modern sea 
serpent, and its acceptance or ot1erwise by science� and then looks at the advent of 
Caddy, the British Colurnbian sea serpent and eventually discusses the disservice that 
the tag sea serpent oes to the serious resea chero lt is obtainable from, Paul 
Lester, Flat 4, 4 Summerfield Cresc·nt, Edgebaston , Birmingham, {lb vc�� price 60p 
plus postage (no amount stated)o 

I also have to hand a copy of Theo Brown's new book 'Young Explorers of the Sea and 
Beyond', published in 1984 by �Jorld Life t:Sooks (Publishing) Australl.an Division, 
World Life Research Institute, P 0 Box 126, Newport Beach NS� 2106, Australias or 
23000 Grand Terrace Rond, Colton� California 92324, USAo It documents the adventures 
in exotic lands and in the exploration of the oce,nss as Theo Jnd his young 
Jssi stants research along Australia� s Great Barrier' Reef, and in ViU occ -. and Egypto 
It also examines the myst �ry surrounding the Lcch i\:ess f.lOnste::r, dnd the work done 
there by Th a, (tw chJpters). It also examines his investiguticns with young people 
and psych i c  ph nomena through the aid of hypnosiso Theo has be·n involv d with the 
paranormal for 27 years, and has been able to �ach the tart i. g conclusion that the 
s called supernLtural activities associated with poltergeists and other unexplained 

vents have 'earthly' orig ins o An interesting book written in a chatty narrative 
style , it perhaps tries to cover too many areas �nd jumps around toe mucho 

lJlrich Magin" Stuhlbruderhofstr 4,6i04 r•iutterstadt" \�est Germany, has sent me issue 
. umber one of 'Bilk1, he intends to publish this newsletter bi�monthly. The title 
comes from the areas to be covGredj Behemcth � fi"eshv;ater monster; Isis - mermaid; 
Leviathan - sea serpent; Kraken � giunt cephalopods, accounts of c��atur�s sometim s 
mistaken for monsters and otl1er furms of rnaratimt: For't'JancL Point of in te rest ; in 
English •to bi k' means to cileats usually by the evnsion of payment of a billo 
Number one is two single sided sheets in English mainly co1sisting of u co lection of 
press r'eports o Anyone i 1 teres ted can contact Ul ri eh at the cbuv� address 9 
subscriptions are to be i3 in Europe and $5 fm"" the USA., Ulrictl has been a N1S 
member since Jnnuary 1984 und has been ·Lfel�r\::d to in the Nesslett�r·s� He wrote to 
me inS ptember '84 w·th the acc)unt of his r\.:>cent trir.:, ·L:_. oritaiil� he had visited 
Falmouth Barmouth, ''y e and Lochs 1V10rar· und Uesso A1 C..ln� the p�cplo he met ��hen in 
Inverness was one of the t�-JO pol ic12men who r'-3P0t'ted SGeing t�o ... arge fins near 
Invermoriston in Ap· il 19760 Ulrich sa id �  ''He soui ded very convincing9 and though I 
reached the conclusion that Nessie doesn't exist, his report did quite a lot to shak� 
my sceptism!! !" 

I have an ex-libary cupy of Cot stance l�hyte's 'fv'iOre Than 1\ Legend' for sale, it is in 
good condition but with0ut a dust jJck tc rices and PoOo will be -�10� aiy m�mber 
Interested please write but do r1ct send money at th- moment, if t1ere are more than 
one, first come will get i to 



Last November Iiln Lyster sent me a copy of a book review from the Scots Magazine, 
among the books mentioned was 1SticKing My Neck Out' by E H Arrnstrongo He suggests 
in the book that tile Loch 11ess i"t10nster could bean unknown sp:·\,.ies of t • .-�.��r elephant, 
and he supports the t 1eory \'H th diagrams and an analysis of reported sightings.. I 
have reported in past Nessletters that artic·es about elephants trunks being held 
above \'later when they are s�Jimm i ng s and r .sembl ir g the surgeon 1 s photographo Perhaps 
the book has been wr1 tten somevJhat tongue in cheek, it does remind me of the 1 ight 
hearted after dinner discuss·ons on the o!d LNl expedit·onso One of the silly 
theories put forward was that th Loch Ness animuls are camels, this gives the two 

. hump and long neck sightings, of course 1:. e camels vJoula need legs seven hundred feet 
long so.they could walk along the bot-co.o Anyway, the book is available from the 
author, Brieryshaw, Ewesdale, Langholm, Dumfrieshire, DG13 OHJo at i2o50 inclo posto 

I have word from several sources of a film that has just been released in the UK 
Titled •Baby' it is a fantasy adventure about a young Americian Couple, who while in 
the· Africian jungle become foster parents to a young brontosaurus that has become 
separated from it's familyo Mrs Linda �bloney, of Pittsburghs said in her letter, 
that after the success of a film about mermaids in the USA, interest in anything 
vaguely fantastical is higho Following the expeditions to the Congo by Or Roy 
r�ckal and Herman Regusters in search of the 'f�kele-mbembe', this film could appeal 
to many people with an interest in such matterso �ade by Touchstone Films� part of 
the Dis ney Organisation, it is said to have very good special effects, with several 
mechanical brontosaurus of different sizes being built, tilese are state-of-the�art 
models and are very lifelikeo Could be worth seeing if it comes to your areao 

LOCH NESS PROJECT ETC 
I recently had a phone call from Aidrian Shine to give us some news of the Project•s 
work last season, and to tell us what is being planned for 19�50 He a so made some 
comments about my report on the Kielar and Razdan articles concerning the work done 
by the Academy of Applied Scienceo As this is ma·nly S(.nar work most of the details 
are over my head, however Aidrian did his best, in the .imited time �  to enable me to 
understando I still have not seen the original •skeptical Inquirer: drticle, but 

· Aidrian · has a copy and based his comm nts on thato Horizontal sonar produces 
doughnut shaped energy patterns, and these can be easily misinterpreted when they 
give false echos, Aidrian also says that in his experience multiple traces usually 
emanate from turbulence, such as that caused by a boat wakeo . Perhaps here I should 
say that 'wakes• differ for the surface watcher and the sonar operatoro r1embers .who 
have spent time surface watching will know that occasionally a vessel will leave a 
wake pattern that could be confused with two or three humps breaking the surface as 
an animal swims along close to the surface, but water conditions have to be just 
right to give the effecto However, I believe the case is that any vessel moving 
through the water displaces a v olume of water in doing so, this displacement and the 
turbulence it causes can give a r ading on s sonar screeno The question of 
turbulence giving sonar readings has been raised in this instance, because Kielar and 
Razdan attribute the overnight August 8th, 1972, sonar results to 11Several 
investigators (who) were ro��ing a large wooden. fishing boat11o Rines in answer to 
this statement says that it was after the 11 big black trace started to appear11 that 
Bob Rines and Jan Willums (of the Academy) got into Fussy Hen and rowed back across 
to Narwhalo When they got on board Narwhal, the trace was still being etched out on 
the papero Rines points out that a full contemporaneous account by a Loch Ness 
Investigation Bureau representative is in Nick Witchells booko It was while that 
trace was being recorded that the 'flipper1 pictures were obtainedo In Nessletter 
68, one of the examples I gave was the lack of an echo from an umbilical cable, which 
Kielar and Razdan said should have been thereo Rines said that as there was no 
cable, there would be echo, which seem sensibleo Aidrian says, while that is so, the 
equipment was bouyed and those lines should have showed on the sonar, which they did 
noto That is a valid pointQ As a sonar layman one thing comes to mind, I have been 
under impression that it was the difference in density between the water and the 
object that giv the sonar readingo �·Jould there be �n0ugh difference between rope 
and water to give a reading? I suppose that if turbulencl in the water can give an 
echo, rope should be able to, I should have asked Aidriano Aidrian tn�n went on to 
the 1975 underwater elapsed time pictureso Kielar and Razdan in their article must 
say that these were not taken in the depth of water that the Academy states, and that 
while the Academy had b n told about this by Dicky Raynor, they had ignored the 
information when assessing the photographyo In the Academy's response Bob Rines says 
that while Dick has certainly helped the Academy over the years, he was not present 



on that occasion, June 19/20th 19750 Aidri an says that is correct� but Dick wrote to 
Bob soon after pointing out that the mooring had be�n put down 20 feet sha l l ower than 
intendedo If this is so it does alter the interpretation p l aced on the pictureso In 
the i IT Tect1nology Review of t-iarch/f-\pril 1976 a full and detailed account of the 
Academy 1 s \vork and results in ·t972 and 1975 tvas publishedo l\ drawing gives the 
deployment of the sonn r and came·'a (:?quipmerrt$ the main camera/sonar/lighting unit was 
sited on a bottom ledge at a depth of 80 feet9 from it was a line to a bouy on the 
surface then via a length of line and another bouy to tne boato The backup unit, the 
1 972 goar9 was suspended 40 feet under the ooato Th is unit was the one that took the 
pictureso It was stressed in the report in the Tech' Review this equipment was 40 
feet from the bottom and could not have taken pictures of ito However if Aidrian•s 
informat ion is right the unit· could have been within 20 feet of the bottom� and with 
the re- arranged strobe l ight/camera lay-out had an improved picture quality while the 
range of about 30 feet was not affected, and thus could have taken photos of itG 
Aidrian says that he thinks the 1975 photog raphs are of the bottomo I have looked at 
the pictures in the Technology Review agairlo Bearing in mind what Aidrian says about 
the depth, I feel he could be correct about those p i ctures labelled A� B and D� but I 
do not think pictures C and E are of the bottomo What they are I do not know, Bob 
has interpreted them as being • front end of torso and neck/head'� and the other as 
'head ' , this latter has been tenned the •gcrgoyle'o It is very diff icult in the 
limited space in the Ness1etters to go into the great detail such a d i scussion 
deserveso All members should have copies of the Kielar/Razdan articles and the 
Academy' s reply to them, you would then be able to make up your own mindso But what 
about the extra information such as that presented by Aidrian? Did Bob and the 
Academy not receive its or receive it then ignore it� or was it deemed to be 
unimportant? As I have said in Nessletters before, i� my experience the Academy have 
always been open and truthful about their work at the loch� and have been helpful to 
other researchers, as a ruleo They may have published findings a �ittle too soon to 
allow extensive ana l ysis frum time to time, but I do not think they de liberately 
produced fa l se findings at any timeo When I asked Aidrian wty he thought 
Kielar/Razdan had attacked Bob and the Academy so vehemently� fle said perhaps they 
felt cheated and mis l ead o They had based all their t�ork on the Academy's findings, 
even to siting their rig off Temple Pier where the Academy had achieved some successo 
When they returned home after a fruitless expedition they began to look for reasons 
for their failureo They re-examined the Academy1s work and found some discrepancies 
in the presentation of the evidenceo Then they felt they had been led on a wild 
goose chase and set about putting the record, as they saw it, straight o I think they 
have over-reactedo As pointed out in Ness l etter 59 despite their magnificent efforts 
in 1983, ·they were monitoring a tiny frac tion of the loch1s volume and it should not 
be too great a disappointment if they did not achieve th2ir aimso I think that being 
able to find fault \<Jith some of the Academy1s find i ngs does not mean that all their 
work can be written offo This controversy will rumble on, I am afraido What about 
Aidrian and the Project? They have followed in the Pcademy•s tracks � and then gone 
on their own way, not for one season as the !scan Expedition did but year after year o 
They are building a growing file of sonar results that point to somethi ng unusual in 
the loch,even though Aidrian will not say as much yeto The fact is they wi 1 be back 
again this s ason, there-must be �nough of an r;ncouraging nature to make them think 
it \'IOrthwhileo Aidrian told me they were a little disappointed iJJith the 1984 results 
in the souther. basin but they did get scme medium sized contacts moving in deep 
watero They had hop d to get some large ones similar to those they picked up deep in 
the northern bas i no They were sur'e ' the targets 111ere moving , :.,ecause they had used 
many miles of • string ' to make sure the raft was absolutely stationa ry c  They intend 
putting down a simi l ar mooring in the northern deepwater basin this year, then they 
can be certain they can stay in one place when they wish to, at other times they hope 
to do some mobile monitoringo Aidrian told me th2y are offering a new scheme aimed 
at the older volunteer this season, he thinks there arc those who would be interested 
in working on the Project's expedition but are put off by the spa r-can conditions of 
field worko This package is based on using guest houses as accon�odation , along with 
boat charter the cost will be around £220 per week, th i s will l imited it's appeal I 
think., Anyone interested can get full detail s from the loch Ness & Morar Project, 
c/o Loch Ness Centre, Drumnarochit, Invern ss-shireo 
Well that is all I have space for this tim�, please keep sending your news and views 
they are always important� my addr2ss is still : - R R Hepple, Huntshieldford, ST 
JOHN'S CHAPEL� Bishop-Auckland, Co Durham9 OL13 1RQ. Tel: Weardale (0388) 5373590 
Subscriptions UK £2o 50, North America $7o00 
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