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LAKe CHAMPLALH ,
As 1 reported 1n number 06&, Roger Acraman visited the USA and Canada iast August. He
and his girifriend fiew to kew Yorx aboard a /4s of Virgin Atlantic. The service was
appallingiy sub-standard, and Koger hac quite a tussie with them before they decided
to compensate him. They found wew York uncomroriaoiy humid., and roger said he felt
it was not a trusting city, nc-one Spoke to you uniess you were prepared to buy
something or pay. wothing comes free in NY.  However it was exciting and alive ali
the time. They stayad for @ day or two seeing the sights, but Roger feels he wouid
be reiuctant to return. They then went io Toronto, about i3 hours driving time,
Roger has a Triend there and tiiey were to stay with him for the rest of their time
there. They visited ilagra Faiis and Canaga’s Wonderiand, <Canadian equivalent of
Disneyworld. Then tie tUlime <¢ame when koger was to go by himseif to visit Lake
Champlain. Because everytnhing in Canada and the USA is so expensive, 3 or 4 times
England, he was tc travel to LC via Albany instead of Quebec which would make his
journey longer. The 600 mile journey East took aoout thirteen hours, with changes at
Buffalo, Albany and Schenectady. He eventuaily arrived in a smaii viiiage 1n
Plattsburg WY, oniy to find he was still soume distance from the Lake. KO pbuses or
taxis seemed to operate around there, but Koger nad teken hls driving iicence on
holiday with him, so he went into the i1ccai Rent-A-kieck only to discover ne had ieft
it in Toronto. He finished up lugging his luggage over five miles to get to the
lake. most of his watching was centred by the Pratisburg mMemorial where the Sarnac
River enters Lake Champlain, he thiinks Joe Zarzynski snould know the cexact spot. The
area seemed dead as far es civilisation went. being oniy a smail working town
feeding a new multi-million doliar sewage works and wnat 1ooked iike Exon oil
refineries. The weatner was bright on tie days he spont 2t the iake side énd the
water surface mildly choppy, a few white capped waves accund.  In the distance he
could make out ihe Grand Isie, aimosi as far away as .UCii wess .S «.... Roger's
camera equipment was, his Pentax ME super with moterdrive, standard, wide angie and
telephcto Vivitar 70-150mm lenses, the lattar ne kept on the camera. His feelings on
~Lake - Ghamplain are that he ts thrilled to have visited 11, but sorry Joe Zarzynski
was not there, buil 1t gave him o feeling of cverwnelming magnatude, where does one
start locking? At Lock Ness a group of 50 watchers, 1f organised, could cover the
whole area. Kith Lake Champlain many tTimes that number would be required te  watch
just the edges. he remembered what Tim uinsdale nad told him when he, koger and bave
Calvert went down tc Falmouth, "“A iaxke 1S badg enough, out now we are taiking about
he sea". kcger says on the face ¢of it Lake Champiain is almost as equally futiile.
However, in defence, it is more likely that a famliy could live in Lake Champialn due
to its sheer size, but from a researcher's point of view where does one start?  All
too quickly his few days there came to an end, and he hau to feave the crickets and
midges (yes ... there tc) and head vor home. Uue to the timing he was eble to travel
inte Quebec, for a Quick visit, just & hours from Toronto, put because ne would have
tc pay extra for that trip he had to back track for a <21 ncur return  journey to
Toronto. In ali he travelled aporeximately 3 ~ 400U miies, almost 21l of it
overnight so that he did nct miss daylight hours for viewing.  bistances cover there
are so much greater than in the LK.  An interesting and rather unusual trip, arter
all it 1s usually Americans whc come te visit Loch Hess and not Britons guing to see
Lake Champlain.

1 also have the iatest 1ssue of Joe Zarzynskl's Champ Channeis, and a letter from
him. On a perscnal ncte, Joe is getting married in Aprii to Pail weany. She has been
active for the past five years neiping him with nis Champ rescarch. She 15 a scuba
aiver and a very fine researcher, indexing his bock as weii as the Champ <Channels
newsletter. May we wish them weli in the future. Joe's book is to go into a second
printing this summer, gouod news. He says they hac tweive Champ sightings reported in
1884, that 1is down from the 26 reported in 1583. He ¢oos not putl  forward any
theories as to why this shousd be, but in any case thai 1s a tair nuives and perhaps
a more reaiistic one. I wish 1 could report that number of authentic sightings from
Loch Ness in a year. Joe mentions two pubitications in his newsietter, cne is a novel
for young adults the other is a new pericdicat. This is to be caiied ‘Reptiiia' and
is to be produced quarterty by herpetclogist and cryptozoologist dohn  Becker, the
first 1s scheduled for release in April. Materiai covered will be concerned
primarily with mainline reptiies, but the possibiities of new or unknowr  specimans




will assure some cryptozccicgical coverage. Inquiries to: W John gecker; P U Box
00, Brouokiondale, New York 14817, USA with a SAE or Internaticnal Reply Coupon
piease. TYhe 92 page novel for young aduits was published in g1, entitied The
Champilain Monster iU was writien by JofT Dabziger, It is an illustrated tale of
mystery and danger under the surtace, from a chance discovery on an ice fishing line
to the startling climax 1t is one sursrise after ancther, and ieke Champlain will
never be the same again. Supplied by maii from Vermont Lire, ©i Eim Street,
Montpelier, Vermont 05602, USA, cost is $5.95 plus $1.50 pah and $2.50 péh overseas.

BOOKS ETC

To continue on the theme of bocks etc. I have a ccpy of a pamphict by Paul Lester,
entitled ‘'The Great Sea Serpent Controversy. A Cuitural Study'. This ¢4 page
bookiet would be a good starting pcint for anyone wishing to do further research, as
it the index it lists 1i2 references and scurces. It touchies on an o©id Norwegian
Natural History wnich briefly examines sea serpents, and then on to folklore 1In
varicus coccupations such as whaiing and fishing. It moves c¢n tc the mcedern sea
serpent, and its acceptance or ctherwise by science, and then locks at the advent of
Caady, the British Columbian sea serpent and eventualiy discusses the disservice ihat
the tag sea serpent does to the serious researcher. It is cbtainapie from, Paul
Lester, Flat 4, 34 Summerfield Crescent, kdgebaston, birminghani, Biv we, price S50p
plus postage (no amount stated).

I also nave to hand a copy of Tnec brown's new book fYoung eExplorers of the Sea and
Beyond', published in 1984 by World Life Books (Publishing) Australian Bivisicn,
World Life Research Institute, P 0 Box 126, WNewport beach NSW 2106, Ausiraliia, or
23000 Grand Terrace Road, Colton, California $2324, USA. It documents the adventures
in exotic 1i1ands and in the cxploration of the oceans, as Theo ang his  young
assistants research along Australla‘’s Great Barrier Reef, and in Forocco ang Egypt.
[t alsc examines the mystery surrcunding the Loch mess dMonster, and the work done
there by Theo, (twoc chapters). It aiso examines hls investigations with young pecple
and psychic phencmena through the aid of hypnosis.  Theo has been invcived with the
paranormal for 27 years, and has been able to reach the startiing conciusion that the
so called supernatural activities associated with pcltergeists and other unexplained
events have ‘fearthly' origins. An interesting bock written in a chatty narrative
style, it perhaps tries to cover todo many areas and jumps arcund toc mucn.

uirich Magin, Stuhlbruderhofsir 4,6704 mutterstadt, West Germany, has sent me issue
number one cf 'Bilk', he intends tc publish this newsietter di-monthly. The titie
comes  from the areas to be covered, bBehemctin - freshweter monster; Isis - mermaid;
Leviathan - sea serpent; Kraken - giant cephaiopeds, accounts of creatures sometimes
mistaken for mensters and other forms of maratime Forteana.  Point of  interest; in
English ‘to bilk' means tc cheat. wusually by the evasion of peyment of a bDill.
Number one is two singlie sided shects In Engiish mainly consisting of a collection of
press  reports. Anyone interested can contact Uirich at the abuve adaress,
subscriptions are to be i3 in Eurcpe and $5 for the USA.  Ulrich has been & NIS
member since Jdanuary 1984 and has been roferred to in the Nessletters, He wrote to
me in September '64 with the account of his recent trip oo Britain, he had visited
Falmouth Barmouth, Kyle anc Lochs Morair and Ress. Ameng the pecpic he met when in
inverness was cone of the two pelicemen whe reported seelng twe large fTins near
Invermoriston in April 1578, Ulrich said, "He sounded very convincing, and though 1
reached the conciusion that hessic doesn't exist, his report did quite a 1ot to shake
my sceptismitt”

I nave an ex-libary cupy of Constance Whyte's ‘'More Than A Legenc' for sale, 1t 1s in
goud condition but without a dust jacket. Prices and p.oc. wili be £10, any member
interested please write but do nct send money at the moment, if there are more than
one, first come will get 1t.




Last November Ian Lyster sent me a copy of a bock review from the Scots idagazine,
among the books menticned was 'Sticking KMy ieck Out' by © H Armstrong. He suggests
in the book that the Loch iiess mMonster couid be an unknowin Species of ...o2r elephant,
and he supports the theory with diagrams and an analysis of reported sightings. 1
have reported in past Wessleilters that articies about eiephants trunks being held
above water when they are swiimming, ancg resemdling the surgeon's photograph. Perhaps
the book has been writiten somewhai tengue in cneek, 1t does remind me of the light
hearted after dinner discussions on tne old LNl expeditions. Une of the silly
theories put forward was tinat the Loch NessS antnais dare camels, this gives the two
hump and long neck sightings, of course tn¢ camels would need iegs seven hundred feet
iong so they could walk atcng the botidm.  Anyway, the book is available from the
author, Brieryshaw, Ewesdale, Langholm, Dumfriaeshire, DG13 OHJ. at £2.50 incl. post.

I have word from several sources of a film that has just been released in the UK
Titled 'Baby' it is a fantasy adventure about a young Americian Couple, who while in
the Africian jungle become foster parents to a young brontosaurus that has become
separated from it's famiiy. Mrs Linda #oloney, of Pittsburgh, said in her letter,
that after the success of a film about mermaids in the USA, interest in anything
vaguely fantastical 1is high. Following the expeditions to the Congo by Dr Roy
Mackal and Herman Regusters in search of the 'Mokele-mbembe’, this Tilm could appeal
to many people with an interest in such matters. Made by Touchstone Films, part of
the Dis ney Organisation, it is said tc have very good special effects, with severail
mechanical brontosaurus of different sizes being built, these are state-of-the-art
models and are very lifelike. Could be worth seeing it it comes to your area.

LOCH NESS PROJECT ETC

I recently had a phone cali from Aidrian Shine to give us some news of the Project's
work last season, and to tell us what is being planned for 1985. He aiso made some
comments about my report on the Kielar and Razdan articies concerning the work done
by the Academy of Applied Science. As this is meainly sonar work most of the details
are over my head, however Aidrian did his best, in the limited time, to enable me to
understand. I still have not seen the original 'Skepticai inquirer’ article, but
Aidrian has a copy and based his comments on that. Horizontal sonar produces
doughnut shaped energy patterns, and these can be easily misinterpreted when they
give false echos, Aidrian also says that in his experience multiple traces wusually
emanate from turbulence, such as that caused by a boat wake.. Perhaps here I shouid
say that ‘wakes' differ for the surface watcher and the sonar operator. Members who
have spent time surface watching will know that occasionaily a vesseil will leave a
wake pattern that could be confused with two or three humps breaking the surface as
an animal swims along close to the surface, but water conditions have to be just
right to give the effect. However, I believe the case is that any vessel moving
through the water displaces a volume of water in doing so, this displacement and the
turbulence it causes can give a reading on s scnar screen. The gquestion of
turbulence giving sonar readings has been raised in this instance, because Kielar and
Razdan attrioute the overnight August 8th, 1972, sonar resuits to ‘"several
investigators (who) were rowing a large wooden fishing boat". Rines in answer to
this statement says that it was after the "big black trace staried to appear" that
Bob Rines and Jan Willums (of the Academy) got into Fussy Hen and rowed back across
to Narwhal. When they got on board Narwnhal, the trace was still being etched out on
the paper. Rines points out that a full contemporaneous account by a Loch Ness
Investigation Bureau representative is in Nick Witcheils book. It was while that
trace was being recorded that the ‘flipper' pictures were cobtained. In WNessletter
68, one of the examples I gave was the lack of an echo from an umbiiical cabie, which
Kielar and Razdan said should have been there. Rines said that as there was no
cable, there would be echo, which scem sensible. Aidrian says, while that is so, the
equipment was bouyed and those lines should have showed on the sonar, which they did
not. That is a valid point. As a sonar layman one thing comes to mind, I have been
under impression that it was the difference in density between the water and the
object that give the sonar reading. lould there be icugh difference between rope
and water to give a reading? I suppose that if turbulence in the water can give an
echo, rope should be able to, I should have asked Aidrian. Aidrian tnen went on to
the 1975 underwater elapsed time pictures. Kielar and Razdan in their article must
say that these were not taken in the depth of water that the Academy states, and that
while the Academy had been told about this by Dicky Raynor, they had ignored the
information when assessing the photography. In the Academy's response Bob Rines says
that while Dick has certainly helped the Academy over the yecars, he was nct present




on that occasion, June 16/20th 1975. Aidrian says that is correct, but Uick wrete to
Bob soon after pointing out that the mooring had been put down 20 feet shallower than
intended. If this is so it does alier the interpretation piaced on the pictures. In
the HMIT Technology Review of March/April 1575 a full and detailed account of the
Academyis werk and resuits in 1977 and 1975 was published. A drawing gives the
deployment of the sonar and camera wcouipment, the main cemera/sonar/lighting unit was
sited on a bottom iedge at a deptih of 60 feet, 7rom it was a line to a bouy on the
surface then via a length of line and another bouy tc tne boat. The backup unit, the
1672 gear, was suspended 40 feet unger the pocat. This unit was the one that took the
pictures. It was stressed in the report in the Tech' Review this equipment was 40
feet from the bottom and could not have taken pictures of it.  However if Aidrian's
information is right the unit could have been within 20 feet of the bottom, and with
the re-arranged strobe iight/camera lay-out had an improved picture quality while the
range of about 30 feet was nct affected, and thus could have taken photos of it.
Aidrian says that he thinks the 1975 photographs are of the bottom. 1 have locked at
the pictures in the Technology Review again. Bearing in mind what Aidrian says about
the depth, I feel he could be correct about those pictures labelled A, B and D, but I
do not think pictures C and E are of the bottom. What they are I do not kncw, 8cb
has interpreted them as being 'frcnt end of torsc and neck/head', and the cther as
'head', this latter has been termed the 'gargoyle’. It is very difficult in the
limited space in the Nessietters to go into the great detail such a discussion
deserves. All members should have copies of the Kielar/rRazdan articles and the
Academy's reply to them, you would then be abie to make up your own minds. But what
about the extra infcrmation such as that presented by Aidrian? Did Bob and the
Academy not reccive it, or receive it then ignore it, or was it deemed to be
unimpcrtant? As I have said in Nessletters before, in my experience the Academy have
always been open and truthful about their work at the ioch, and nave been helpful to
other researchers, as a ruie. They may have publisned Tindings a .i1ttie too soon to
allow exiensive analysis from time to time, but I do not think they deliberately
prcduced false findings at any time. When 1 asked Aidrian wiy he thought
Kielar/Razdan had attacked Bob and the Academy so vehemently, he said perhaps they
felt cheated and misiead. They had based ali their work on the Academy's findings,
even tc siting their rig off Temple Pier where the Academy had achieved soime success.
When they returned home after a fruitless expedition they began tc lcok for reasons
for their failure. They re-examinad the Academy's work and found some discrepancies
in the presentation of the evidence. Then they fe!lt they had been led on a wild
goose chase and set about putting the record, as they saw it, straight. I think they
have over-reacied. As pointed out in Nessietter 59 despite their magnificent efforts
in 1983, they were monitoring a tiny fraction of the loch's volume and it should not
be toc great a disappointment if they did not achieve their aims. I think that being
able to find fault with some of the Academy's findings does not mcan that ail their
work can be written off. This controversy will rumbie on, I am afraid. What about
Aidrian and the Project? They have foliowed in the Academy's tracks, and then gone
on their own way, noct for cne season as the Iscan £xpedition did but year after year.
They are building a growing file of scnar results that point to scmething unusual in
the loch,even though Aidrian will not say as much yet. The fact is they will be back
again this season, there must be enough of an encouraging nature to make them think
it worthwhile. Aidrian told me thev were a little disappointed with the $984 results
in the southern basin but they did get some medium Sized contacts moving in  deep
water. They had hoped to get some iarge cnes simiiar to those they picked up deep in
the northern basin. They were suvre the targets were moving, because they had used
many miles of 'string' to make sure the raft was absolutely stationary. They intend
putting down a simiiar mocring in the northern deepwater basin this year, then they
can be certain they can stay in cne place when they wish to, at other times they hope
to do sume mobile monitoring. Aidrian tcld me they cre offering a new scheime aimed
at the older volunteer this seascn, he thinks there 2r:s those who would be interested
in working on the Project's expedition but are put off by the sparitan conditions of
field work. This package is based on using guest houses as accommodation, along with
boat charter the cost will be around £220 per week, thnis will limited it's appeal 1
think. Anycne interested can get full details from the loch Ness & Morar Project,
c/o Loch Ness Centre, Drumnarochit, Inverness-shire.

Well that is all I have space for this time, please keep sending your news and views
they are always important, my addross is still :- R R Hepple, Huntshieldford, ST
JOHN'S CHAPEL, Bishop- Auckland, Co¢ Durinam, ©OL13 iRQ. Tel: Weardale (0388) 537359.
Subscriptions UK £2.50, North America $7.00
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